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encouragement given them to perform their duty in driving
away all beggars who do not belong to the parish, instead of
conniving at them, as it is said they do for some small con-
tribution : For the whole city would save much more by
ridding themselves of many hundred beggars, than they
would lose by giving parish officers a reasonable support.

It should seem a strange, unaccountable thing, that those
who have probably been reduced to want by riot, lewdness,
and idleness, although they have assurance enough to beg
alms publicly from all they meet, should yet be too proud to
wear the parish badge, which would turn so much to their
own advantage, by ridding them of such great numbers, who
now intercept the greatest part of what belongeth to them:
Yet it is certain, that there are very many who publicly
declare they will never wear those badges, and many others
who either hide or throw them away: But the remedy for
this is very short, easy, and just, by trying them like vaga-
bonds and sturdy beggars, and forcibly driving them out of
the town.

Therefore, as soon as this expedient of wearing badges
shall be put in practice, I do earnestly exhort all those who
hear me, never to give their alms to any public beggar who
doth not fully comply with this order, by which our number
of poor will be so reduced, that it will be much easier to
provide for the rest. Our shop-doors will be no longer
crowded with so many thieves and pickpockets, in beggars'
habits, nor our streets so dangerous to those who are forced
to walk in the night.

Thus I have, with great freedom, delivered my thoughts
upon this subject, which so nearly concerneth us. It is
certainly a bad scheme, to any Christian country, which God
hath blessed with fruitfulness, and where the people enjoy
the just rights and privileges of mankind, that there should
be any beggars at all. But, alas! among us, where the
whole nation itself is almost reduced to beggary by the dis-
advantages we lie under, and the hardships we are forced to
bear; the laziness, ignorance, thoughtlessness, squandering
temper, slavish nature, and uncleanly manner of living in
the poor Popish natives, together with the cruel oppressions
of their landlords, who delight to see their vassals in the
dust y I say, that, in such a nation, how can we otherwise